WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



lA An isolated hyperthermostable protease, 
comprising bH^ amino acick Ssgrqtience of SEQ ID NO:l or a 
functional equivalent of sa^a hyperthermostable protease. 

2. Am isolated polynucleotide encoding the 
hyperthermostable protease or functional equivalent 
thereof according Yto claim 1. 

3. The polynucleotide according to claim 2, 
which comprises the Vmcleotide sequence of SEQ ID N0:2. 

4 . The hyperthermostable protease gene 
according to claim 2,\which hybridizes to the 
polynucleotide comprising the nucleotide sequence of SEQ 
ID NO: 2 . 

5. A method foV preparing a hyperthermostable 
protease, comprising culturing a transformant containing 
the polynucleotide of claim 2, and harvesting a 
hyperthermostable protease irom the culture. 

6. AnXisolated hyzfWthermostable protease, 
comprising the ami>rky^cid sem5lTntae of SEQ ID NO: 5 or a 
functional equivalent of said hyperthermostable protease. 

7. An isolated polynucleotide encoding the 
hyperthermostable protease or a factional equivalent 
thereof according to claim 6, 

8. The polynucleotide according to claim 7, 
which comprises the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 6. 



9. Th<e polynucleotide according to claim 7, 
which hybridizes trb the polynucleotide comprising the 
nucleotide sequence \pf SEQ ID NO: 6. 

10. A method for preparing a hyperthermostable 
protease, comprising ciMturing a transformant containing 
polynucleotide of claim \, and harvesting a 
hyperthermostable proteasa gene from the culture. 



